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MVOOAUBHOIB3 BOIBOVIV)AN). (DD DalGBUIAMIM @RAIBOUWAN0, CHISA0 MW
6oj0ud B0} $HOAUITE BSMIW] PV Al aflwaav avadLa:mosm (Apologist)
BROMIEM U MV.

@ROMICMaUMVIHZ QNlKIAV(aINMADIA) EMNE BOWEBBSBIME. 1. (IO Dal
G3Ud0 2. (A1AV®) YDAV @o. 210g103 B0aHWIM3 af) Y)W QiludIdAV(2 1206MOHO @YY
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[) (@l ©ale3000: Whosoever will be saved, before all thingsit is necessary that he
hold the catholic faith. Which faith unless every one do keep whol e and undefiled, without doubt
he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic faith is this: that we worship one God in Trinity,
and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Essence. For thereis one
Person of the Father; another of the Son; and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, isall one; the Glory equal, the M gjesty coeternal. Such
as the Father is; such is the Son; and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father uncreated; the Son
uncreated; and the Holy Ghost uncreated. The Father unlimited; the Son unlimited; and the Holy
Ghost unlimited. The Father eternal; the Son eternal; and the Holy Ghost eternal. And yet they
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are not three eternals; but one eternal. As also there are not three uncreated; nor three infinites,
but one uncreated; and one infinite. So likewise the Father is Almighty; the Son Almighty; and
the Holy Ghost Almighty. And yet they are not three Almighties; but one Almighty. So the Father
isGod; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods; but one God.
So likewise the Father is Lord; the Son Lord; and the Holy Ghost Lord. And yet not three Lords;
but one Lord. For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity; to acknowledge every Person
by himself to be God and Lord; So are we forbidden by the catholic religion; to say, There are
three Gods, or three Lords. The Father is made of none; neither created, nor begotten. The Sonis
of the Father alone; not made, nor created; but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of
the Son; neither made, nor created, nor begotten; but proceeding. So thereis one Father, not three
Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this Trinity none
is before, or after another; none is greater, or less than another. But the whole three Persons are
coeternal, and coequal. So that in al things, as aforesaid; the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in
Unity, isto be worshipped. He therefore that will be saved, let him thus think of the Trinity.

Il.  (&lad@®) voom(@o: Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation; that he also
believe faithfully the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right Faith is, that we believe
and confess; that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man; God, of the Substance
[Essence] of the Father; begotten before the worlds; and Man, of the Substance [Essence] of his
Mother, born in the world. Perfect God; and perfect Man, of areasonable soul and human flesh
subsisting. Equal to the Father, as touching his Godhead; and inferior to the Father as touching
his Manhood. Who although he is God and Man; yet he is not two, but one Christ. One; not by
conversion of the Godhead into flesh; but by assumption of the Manhood into God. One ato-
gether; not by confusion of Substance [Essence]; but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable
soul and flesh is one man; so God and Man is one Christ; Who suffered for our salvation; de-
scended into hell; rose again the third day from the dead. He ascended into heaven, he sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence hewill cometo judge the living and the

dead. At whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies; And shall give account for their
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own works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done
evil, into everlasting fire. Thisisthe catholic faith; which except aman believe truly and firmly,

he cannot be saved.
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af)amoem Westminister Confession of Faith ? @omaolwom a10@mM @308 @1S)as

@ W1alaN)o.

TheWestminster Confession of Faith
The Westminster Confession of Faith is a Reformed confession of faith. Drawn up by the 1646

Westminster Assembly as part of the Westminster Standards to be a confession of the Church of England,

it became and remains the "subordinate standard” of doctrine in the Church of Scotland and has been

influential within Presbyterian churches worldwide.

In 1643, the English Parliament called upon "learned, godly and judicious Divines' to meet at Westminster
Abbey in order to provide advice on issues of worship, doctrine, government and discipline of the Church
of England.

The confession is a systematic exposition of Calvinist orthodoxy (which neo-orthodox scholars
refer to as"scholastic Calvinism"), influenced by Puritan and covenant_ theology. It includesdoctrines
common to most of Christendom such as the Trinity and Jesus' sacrificial death and resurrection, and it
contains doctrines specific to Protestantism such as sola scriptura and sola fide. Its more controversial
featuresinclude the covenant of workswith Adam, the Puritan doctrine that assurance of salvation isnot
a necessary consequence of faith, a minimalist conception of worship, and a strict sabbatarianism. It
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states that the Pope is the Antichrist, which was avery common belief in seventeenth-century England.

I Holy Scriptures, the Trinity and predestination

TheBible, both Old and New Testaments, isthe inspired, written Word of God. Asthe Word of God,
the Bibleisconsidered "therule of faithand life." The Holy Scripturesare said to possessinfallibletruth
and divine authority, containing "all things necessary for [God's| own glory, man's salvation, faith, and
life", so that no new revelations or human traditions can be added to it.

TheTrinity, which holdsthat the one and only God exists asthree persons, " of one substance, power,
and eternity”, namely, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

Predestination: that God foreordained who would be among the elect (and therefore saved), while
he passed by those who would be damned for their sins.

The Genesis creation narrative and affirms that human beings were created in the image of God with
immortal souls, having fellowship with God and dominion over other creatures.
The Fall of Man whereby humans committed original sin and became subject to total depravity.
According to the confession, the consequence of the fall and sinisthat sinners are guilty before God,
under divine wrath and the curse of the law, and, ultimately, subject to spiritual death.

Il Covenant Theology

which holds that God has dealt with humans through various covenants. In the first covenant, a cov-
enant of works, Adam and his descendants were promised life on the condition of perfect obedience.

Thefall madeit impossible for man to keep this covenant, so God made another covenant, this one

called the covenant of grace. In the covenant of grace, God freely offered sinnerslife and salvation by

Jesus Christ. As part of this covenant, God promises to give the elect the Holy Spirit to make them
willing and ableto believe.

According to the confession, the covenant of grace was administered differently in the time of
the law (during Old Testament times) and in the time of the gospel (during and after New Testament
times). Under the law, the covenant was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision,
the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances instituted among the Jewish people. These al antici-
pated Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah, and were sufficient to givethe elect of that time forgiveness of
sins and eternal salvation. The confession teaches that under the gospel, the covenant of grace is
dispensed morefully through the preaching of the Bible and the administration of the sacraments
of baptism and the Lord's Supper.

Jesus Christ: the second person of the Trinity, was chosen by God the Father to be the mediator
between God and man and hold the threefold office of prophet, priest, and king. It affirms his incarna-
tion, virgin birth, and dual nature as both God and man. In his human nature, Christ waswithout sin. He
was crucified and buried, and the confession teaches that he was bodily resurrected and afterward as-
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cended into heaven where he intercedes on behalf of the living. It also teaches that Christ will return to
earth to judge the world.

Christ'ssacrificial death : as satisfying God's justice and attaining both humanity's reconciliation
with God and everlasting life for the elect. Salvation is granted to individuals by means of the word of
God and the Holy Spirit, who persuades them to believe and obey.

Man'swill isfree: and that because of thefall, man lost the ability to do anything spiritually pleasing
to God, and man'swill became enslaved to his sinful nature. Man, after conversion, regainsthe ability to
please God and to choose good, but sin remains within. Complete sinless perfection is only attainable
after death in the state of glorification.

Il Salvation

By the Holy Spirit and the preaching of the word—God effectually calls the elect out of the state of
sin and death toward faith in Jesus Christ and spiritual life. It teaches that "elect infants" and "all other
elect persons who are uncapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the Word" are regenerated
and saved.

Justification: It affirmsthe Reformation doctrines of justification by faith alone and the imputation
of Christ'srighteousness to the el ect. Justification can never belost, but the justified are still ableto sin
and, as aresult, confession and repentance must be ongoing.

Saving faith : as that which enables people to believe to the saving of their souls. The confession
statesthat it isthe work of the Holy Spirit and is ordinarily accomplished by the preaching of the word.
Saving faith isstrengthened and increased by the preaching of the word, the sacraments, and prayer. This
faith enables a person to believe that whatever isrevealed in the Bible istrue and to rest on Christ alone

for eternd life.

The need for repentance : alongside saving faith. While repentance does not earn forgiveness
(whichistheresult of divine grace), the confession states that no sinner "may expect pardon without it."
The confession also describes the role of private and public confession of sinin thelife of a Christian.

Good works : (actions done in obedience to God's commandments) in the Christian life and their
relationship to salvation. Good works are said to be the result of the Holy Spirit's influence and are

evidence of true faith; however, good works cannot earn or merit salvation or forgiveness of
sins.
IV Law, Christian liberty and wor ship

While the ceremonial and juridical parts of biblical law have been abrogated under the New Cov-
enant, the moral law as described in the Ten Commandments remains binding to all people. While true
believers are neither "justified, or condemned" by the law, it serves"asarule of life informing them of
thewill of God, and their duty". The confession also teachesthat the Holy Spirit enables"thewill of man
to do that freely, and cheerfully, which the will of God, revealed in the law, requireth to be done."
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V  Civil government and marriage

Governments are ordained by God to maintain justice and peace and to punish evil doers. The civil
magistrate has no right to interfere with the preaching of the word of God or administration of the
sacraments. The power of the keysisreserved exclusively to church authorities. Nevertheless, the civil
magi strate has aduty to preserve church unity, suppress heresy, and prevent corruption and abuse within
the church. To fulfill these obligations, the magi strate has authority to convene synodsand ensure that its
deliberations are agreeable to "the mind of God."

Marriage: isto be heter osexual and monogamous. The purpose of marriage isto provide for the
mutual help of husband and wife, the birth of legitimate children, the growth of the church, and prevent-
ing "uncleanness." The confession discourages interfaith marriage with non-Christians, Roman Catho-
lics, or "other idolaters'. In addition, godly persons should not be "unequally yoked" in marriage to
"notoriously wicked" persons. Incestuous marriage, defined according to biblical guidelines, isalso pro-

hibited. The only grounds for divorce are adultery or willful abandonment by a spouse.

VI Church

The churchiscatholic (or universal) and both invisible and visible. The invisible church is made up of
all the elect who will ever live. Christ isthe head of the church, and the church is the body of Christ and
the bride of Christ. The visible church includes al people alive throughout the world who " profess the
true religion” and their children. It is described as the kingdom of Christ and the house and family of
God. The confession teaches that there is no ordinary possibility of salvation outside of the visible

church. It issaid that Christ gaveto the visible church "the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God" for
the perfecting of the saints.

Communion of saints

Thisisthe spiritual union that Christians have with Christ and with one another that allows
them to share in the grace, suffering, death, resurrection, and glory of Christ.

VIl Sacraments

In every sacrament there isaspiritual relation between the sign and what is being signified; because
of this, the names and effects of one are attributed to the other. The effectiveness of a sacrament depends
upon the work of the Holy Spirit and the words of institution, which contains a promise of benefit to
worthy receivers. The confession teaches that only ordained ministers can provide the sacraments, of
which there are only two: baptism and the Lord's Supper.

28



Refor med baptismal theology: Baptismjoinsaperson to the visible church and signifiesthe person's
union with Christ, regeneration, forgiveness of sin and newness of life. Individuals should be baptized in
water using the Trinitarian formula ("in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost").

Baptism by immersion is not necessary; affusion and aspersion are acceptable modes. The confession
approves of infant baptismif one or both parents are Christians. While it teaches that neglecting baptism
isa"great sin".

ThelLord's Supper : isnot the actual sacrifice of Christ but rather acommemoration of Christ's one
sacrifice for the remission of sins and an offering of praise to God. It explicitly condemns the Roman
Catholic Church's teaching of "the popish sacrifice of the mass'. It also rejects the Roman Catholic
doctrine of transubstantiation, which statesthat after consecration by a priest the bread and wine miracu-
lously become the body and blood of Christ. Rather, the confession teaches that communicants receive
the body and blood of Christ and all the benefits of hisdeath spiritually by faith, whilethe bread and wine
remain physically unchanged. Ignorant, wicked and ungodly persons may eat the bread and wine, but
they do not receive Christ.

VIl Church government and discipline

Church officers, to govern the church. These officers hold the keys of the kingdom, giving them
power to discipline church membersthrough admonition, suspension from the Lord's Supper for aperiod
of time, and excommunication, according to the severity of the offense. Church discipline is for the
purpose of leading sinful church members to repentance, deterring others from similar behavior, vindi-
cating the honor of Christ, and preventing the wrath of God from falling on the entire church.

I X Eschatology

Christian eschatology describes: what occurs after death—while the body decomposes, the immor-

tal soul immediately returns to God. The souls of the righteous are then made perfect in holiness and
received into heaven where they "behold the face of God" and wait for the redemption of their bodies.
The souls of the wicked are sent to hell where they remain in torment until the judgment. The confession
rejectstheidea of purgatory becauseit is not present in scripture. The confession teaches that on the last
day, those alive will not die but will be changed, and all the dead will beresurrected with the same bodies
they had when alive. The bodies of the unjust will be "raised to dishonour", but the bodies of the just will
be raised "unto honour."

Last Judgment : Inwhich the Father will give Christ authority to judge all apostate angels and every
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person that has lived on earth. Those judged will "give an account of their thoughts, words, and deeds"
and will "receive according to what they have done in the body, whether good or evil." God's purposein
dispensing judgment is to show the glory of his mercy—by saving the elect—and of his justice—by the
damnation of thereprobate. Therighteouswill receive eternal lifein the presence of God, and the wicked
will receive eternal torment and destruction. The date and time of the Last Judgment is unknown.
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