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GUIDING CHURCHES? OR
RITUALISTIC TEMPLES?

\ J

“Are there any Churches or Assemblies that function on the basis of Christian truth at least
to certain extent in today’s Christian world?- This question crops up in many hearts. Itis in deed
a big question as to whether there are any Churches that follow the laws of truth at least to
certain extent. To show a Church or Assemblies that function on the basis of New Testament
laws is comparable to finding a fountain or streem in the midst of the Arabian desert.

Recently a brother spoke about the present state of Christian Churches. It was his ques-
tion, why there are series of so many unsolvable problems and visions in Christian Churches?.
He sought to find answers for questions like “Why the pastor of the Church behaves like this?
Why the Church Committe members are so rebellious? Why the congregation does not know to
discern what is right or wrong and act accordingly ?

| explained to him thus why so many fights in Holy Places which are called Churches or
Assemblies ? why this much of enmity and hatred? why these divisions? why such ungodly
behavior with no fear of God ? Why the Chures have becomes places of anger, haterd and
bitterness instead of places for love and fellowship? All these are not Churhes. Such problems
persist since they are not the Churches formated on the Bible.

Churchiis......

In a Church the works of the Lord could be seen; the voice of the God could be heared; the
fellowship of brothers could be enjoyed; a peaceful situation could be experienced; Gos’s pres-
ence could be felt; good examples could be seen; people who help each other could be seen;
those who are humble, loving, honest, virtuous, morally, good and Holy could be seen. There
may be certain short commings but, if these futuers and identities are not there they are Churches.
Thats why they are not able to exist without fights.

What is meaning of saying | didn’t get food in the parmacy, | didn't get madicine in the
restaurent; i didn’t get a good preaching in education centre in didn’'t get any peaceful atmo-
sphere in the playground ? if we expect things in the place where they could not be expected, we
would be disappointed. The above mentioned problems occur only because of the failure of the
organisation to function as an assembly :

| had a regret since a long time. People are under the wrong assumption that gathering of
churches is service for God and the church building is the place of God'’s presence. | have felt
bad that this is a wrong under standing . Churches are different from assemblies; gathering is
different from gathering for service to god . But most of the christians consider assembly as a
church and gathering of assembly as service.

But now | don’t have that regret. Today, the assemblies in christian world are merely
churches. Most of today'’s christians have the habit of gathering to worship and not to gather as
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an assembly . The churches of these days are not Biblical. They are mere churches where
holy standard of actions could not be expected. Today's christians do not go to churches to
gather as assembly. They go only to do service to god or to worship Him. In such people who go
to conduct expect holy discipline and high qualities about which the Bible speaks.

Church is believed by the people to be a place where god dwells. It is a place where the
believers of God go to worship Him. Here anybody can go - In whatever state he may be. All that
is needed here is piety . Here the attention of the people isto give priority to God by worshipping
Him. Here a leader or a conductor of service would be there and it is enough if he knows the
order of service.

These days, devotees who have belief on Christ go to the places called churches. Church
workers who are called under the names * pastor or reverend or priest’ are there to help them in
the service. Like the poojare in other religions, these people are accustomed to conducted ser-
vice. Pastors or priest are appointed to lead the worship or service for the people who go therh
out of piety.

Religious comittees...

Godliness or devotion is enough for those who go for the assemblies should have the
salvation experience ( Act 2:47). It is enough for the pious people to have the belief that God is
there in the church. But those who are believers of assmebly should have the assurance that
God is with them. (I Corinthians 3:16). Devotees are satisfied by merely participating in the church
service. But the believers of the assembly, which is Christ’'s body, would be satisfied only if they
functions as a member of his body. Devotees need a church atmosphere. Believers need a holy
atmosphere. Devotees need only noisy songs, and worship. Believers need spirtual food which
is God’s words. Devotees go to see or feel God in church; believers go to manifest God. Devo-
tees need a good service leader; believers need a good shepherd who would guide them in the
right path. Devotees are not concerned about person who conducts the believers expect hte
pastor to be a good example and lead them in the ways of truth.

Observe today’s churches with these fundamental facts. They are not assemblies that
function as Christ’'s body but are spots or places of worship and religious rituals. Here things
related to devotion happen. But there is nothing holy. Here services are conducted but God is not
gloprified (Isaiah 29:13)

Today, the committees of Christian religious centres call themselves to be churches. Here
salvation is not given priority. Christian ways are not given importance. The experience of believ-
ers getting united as members of christ’s body and funtioning with unity is not given significance.

Look at the state of today’s mainline churches such as C.S.I, Lutheran, Methodist, C.N.I,
Anglican, Baptist and so on. The churches of these established are mainly led by (expect few
but most of the) Bishops, Pastors and deacons who do not have the salvation experience which
is the basic qualification of a Christian. How can these churces which are not by the bishops ,
pastors and deacons who have not fully committed to walk in christ’s way its be real churches
of the Bible? How can holiness be seen in these churches which are predominantly led by
unsaved Bishops ,Pastors and deacons ? Here how can the people be the members of christ’s
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body ? Today, how many believers of mainline Churches can say that they are led by the
pastors who have the born again experience and who have the habit of walking in the ways of the
Lord? Most of the pastor’s who have chosen the shepherd’s post in the churches like C.S.1, work
as poojaries who fulfil their religious duties or as temple priests who conduct the service. Their
theological degree has got them the post of the church leader. But they do not have salvation they
do not have the experience of sanctifaction; they are not used to walking in Christ’s way of truth;
they do not know to set a good example for their flocks.

They do not have the spritual experience of waiting in God’s presence and giving the people
his word. They do not the thrist to lead the people in the truth.

Spiritual experience

When those who do not have the essential experiences of being born again, of preaching
mighty word of God, of living an exemplary life before ohters act as Bishops and Reverends or
deacons, such churches would not be churches at all. Rather they are more religious centres. It
is wrong for anyone, who is a member of such church lead by such leaders to consider them-
selves to be a member of a church.

These are not churches; those who lead such churches are not leaders. The idea of the
members of these churches that they are part of it is wrong. Anybody can go to conduct services
in religious places. But only pastors with spiritual experience can lead true churches.

It is because churches do not function as spiritual churches according to laws of truth of
New Testament. Divisions, differences of opinion, fights, enmity, envy, corruption, immorality,
discrimination of caste, politics confusions, opportunism, court cases etc., have become per-
manent symbols of churches.

As long as churches do not step out of the Old Testament form of ‘Church’ and enter into
the New Testament basis of truth, Such unwanted things would not cease.

Will we accept someone who has not done medicine as a doctor? Would we accept some-
one, who is not educated as a teacher?

Will we travel by a vehicle the driver of which does not hold a driving license? Will we trust
someone who does not have the fundamental experience in construction works to build a house?
But we willingly accept someone who is not cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ and has
salvation experience, who is not led by the spirit of god, who does not have the testimonal life and
who does not have the habit of living in fellowships with God as Bishop. Reverends and adminis-
trators. What does this mean?

We are joined not in an assembly structure but in a religious centre. That’s all' Pastors
with no experience of being lead by the spirit of God are enough to run an establishment .

When those who do not have this experience are the members of such churches, no
good could be seen there. We may ask why such things happen in churches are not actually
those who have salvation are not there in the churches. These are the reasons.

VVVVVVVVVVVV
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BANK ACCOUNT NUMBERS:

Dr. M.G.E. PUSHPARAJ

SALEM -636 005. INDIA

STATE BANK OF INDIA(SALEM-1970)
A/C No: 10764116842
SWIFT CODE - SBININBB637- 10764116842
IFSC CODE - IFSC SBIN0001970 -10764116842

CANARA BANK - SALEM
(SURAMANGALAM BRANCH)
A/C No: 1219101013622.
SWIFT CODE - CNRB0001219 -1219101013622.
IFSC CODE - IFSC CNRB0001219- 1219101013622.

STATE BANK OF TRAVANGORE
(SALEM BRANCH CODE - 70328)
A/C No: 57041760879.
SWIFT CODE - SBTR0000328- 57041760879
IFSC CODE SBTR0000328, RBCMS BXX -57041760879.

SYNDICATE BANK
(SALEM SURAMANGALAM BRANCH)
A/C.No: 2200009312.
SWIFT CODE - SYNBINBB027 6293-2200009312.
IFSC CODE - SYNB0006293-2200009312.

INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
SALEM MAIN
A/C/NO.008001000024114
IFSC CODE - 10BA0000080
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